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Supplemental Material, Table 1. National Environmental Health Strategy and Action Plan Documents 

Country Document Title (Year) Strategic Planning Approach 

Quantitative 
Risk 
Information 
Used?  

Stakeholders 
Involved?  References 

Albania National Environmental 
Health Action Plan 
(1998) 

Working group of experts from government agencies 
and research institutes prepared qualitative 
assessments of environmental risks to health and 
developed recommended actions to address these 
risks. 

No No Ministry of Health 
1998 

Austria Austrian National 
Environmental Health 
Action Plan (1999) 

Representatives from three federal ministries assessed 
available information on environmental risks to health 
and developed possible solutions. 

No No Federal Ministry of 
Environment, Youth, 
and Family Affairs et 
al. 1999 

Australia National Environmental 
Health Strategy (1999) 

Representatives of national, state, and territorial public 
health agencies collaborated to write the strategy. 

No Limited—
stakeholders 
invited to 
review 
strategic plan 
document 

Commonwealth of 
Australia 1999 

China China National 
Environment and Health 
Action Plan 2007-2015 
(2007) 

Method for developing the plan is not clear from the 
available documentation.  Listed as “subscribing 
departments” are 18 government agencies, from the 
Ministry of Health, to the State Environmental 
Protection Administration and State Administration of 
Radio Film and Television. 

No Not clear from 
documentation 

Ministry of Health of 
China 2007 

Czech Republic National Environmental 
Health Action Plan 
(1998) 

Working group of experts representing seven 
government organizations assessed existing 
information on environmental quality and health 
outcomes and based priorities on their judgments of 
this information. 

No No Cizkova et al. 1999 

Estonia The National 
Environmental Health 
Action Plan of Estonia 
(1999) 

A group of 37 experts from government agencies and 
research institutes conducted quantitative risk 
assessments. Recommended actions were prioritized 
based on whether risks in Estonia are higher than in 
other European nations. 

Yes Limited—
stakeholders 
represented 
government 
agencies 
and research 
centers 

Health Protection 
Department, Ministry 
of Social Affairs 1999 

Finland Finnish Environmental 
Health Action Plan 
(1999) 

Stakeholder committee quantified deaths and illnesses 
attributable to specific environmental risks. Met 18 
times to prioritize risks and develop objectives and 
actions.  

Yes Yes Finnish 
Environmental Health 
Committee 1997 
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Supplemental Material, Table 1 (cont.) 

Country Document Title (Year) Strategic Planning Approach 

Quantitative 
Risk 
Information 
Used?  

Stakeholders 
Involved?  References 

France National Environment and 
Health Action Plan 
2004-2008 (2004) 

Expert group prepared report that analyzed exposure to 
environmental risks and made recommendations for 
action priorities. 

Yes Limited—
stakeholders 
invited to 
comment on 
proposed 
actions 

Ministere de la Sante 
et de la Protection 
Sociale et al. 2004 

Lithuania National Environmental 
Health Action Plan 
Lithuania (2001) 

Thirteen working groups of experts developed 
recommended actions based on qualitative 
assessment of environmental health risks. 

No Limited—
involvement 
limited to 
experts 

Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of 
Environment 2001 

Malta National Environmental 
Health Action Plan 
(2006) 

The Ministry of Health, the Elderly, and Community Care 
developed recommended actions based on a 
qualitative assessment of environmental conditions. 

No No  Environmental Health 
Policy Co-Ordination 
2006 

Netherlands, 
The 

Environmental Health 
Action Plan: 
Implementing More 
Powerful Policy (2002) 

Stakeholder working groups assessed bottlenecks and 
gaps in existing environmental health policies and 
broad actions to address the identified needs. 

No Yes Ministry of Housing, 
Spatial Planning and 
the Environment and 
Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Sport 
2002 

Poland Long-Term Programme: 
Environment and Health 
(2001) 

Broad outline of steps needed to quantify the 
environmental burden of disease, formulate 
environmental policies, and establish medical 
prevention programs was developed by the Ministry of 
Health and Ministry of Environment. 

 

No No Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of 
Environment Poland 
1999; Cizkova et al. 
1999 

Romania The Romanian National 
Environmental Health 
Action Plan (1997) 

Prepared by a steering committee composed of 
representatives from seven government agencies, 
academic institutions, and nongovernment 
organizations. Proposed actions were solicited from a 
wide variety of stakeholders through use of formal 
“action proposal forms.” 

No Yes Cizkova et al. 1999 

Slovak Republic National Environmental 
Health Action Plan for 
the Slovak Republic II 
(2000) 

Experts in public health developed the plan based on an 
analysis of the implementation of a 1997 action plan. 
The group considered trends in environmentally 
related health effects and pollutant levels in the 
environment but did not quantify risks. 

No No Government of the 
Slovak Republic 
2000 
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Supplemental Material, Table 1 (cont.) 

Country Document Title (Year) Strategic Planning Approach 

Quantitative 
Risk 
Information 
Used?  

Stakeholders 
Involved?  References 

Sweden Environment for 
Sustainable Health: An 
Action Plan for Sweden 
(1996) 

Work group of 30 scientists and government officials 
quantified risks and then ranked them as high, 
medium, or low priority based on estimated number of 
health outcomes per year due to the risk. 

Yes Limited—no 
industry 
groups or 
non-
government 
organization
s involved 

Victorin et al. 1999 

Switzerland Sustainable 
Development: Action 
Plan Environment and 
Health (1997) 

Interagency working group identified and ranked 17 
areas where additional measures to protect 
environmental health are needed. Group then 
identified potential interventions and goals (targets).  

No Yes Kahlmeier et al. 
2002; Swiss Federal 
Office of Public 
Health and Swiss 
Agency for the 
Environment Forests 
and Landscape 1997 

Ukraine National Environmental 
Health Action Plan of 
Ukraine (1999) 

Expert team identified broad categories of environmental 
risks to health and measures to reduce each risk. 

No No Ministry of Health 
Care of Ukraine and 
Ministry of 
Environmental 
Protection and 
Nuclear Safety of 
Ukraine 1999 

United Kingdom National Environmental 
Health Action Plan 
(1996) 

The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Actions recommended actions based on a qualitative 
assessment of environmental conditions. This action 
plan was overtaken by the development of the 1999 
U.K. Sustainable Development Strategy. 

No Limited—
stakeholders 
invited to 
submit 
comments 

Department of Health 
and Department of 
Environment 1996; 
Capleton et al. 1996 

Uzbekistan National Environmental 
Health Action Plan of 
the Republic of 
Uzbekistan (1999). 

A stakeholder working group recommended actions 
based on a qualitative assessment of the current state 
of environmental health and of measures already in 
place to reduce environmental health risks.  

No Yes State Committee of 
Environment of the 
Republic of 
Uzbekistan and 
Ministry of Health of 
the Republic of 
Uzbekistan 1999 



 5 

 
Supplemental Material, Figure 1.  Example page from the National Strategy and Action Plan 
for Environmental Health, United Arab Emirates.  Shown here are some of the 
recommendations to reduce the risk of occupational exposure to airborne particulate matter, 
carcinogens, and noise.  The “Stakeholders” panel in the shaded box on the right indicates the 
government agencies recommended for involvement in implementing each recommendation.  
The numbers (e.g., EH-3/T-1/I-4) are for tracking implementation and are consistent with 
tracking systems for other Abu Dhabi strategic plans.  The green bars below each 
recommendation show suggested time lines for beginning implementation.  Abbreviations:  
MOEW:  Ministry of Environment and Water; MOH:  Ministry of Health; MOI:  Ministry of the 
Interior; MOL:  Ministry of Labor. 
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